The GFWC Woman’s Club News
SEPTEMBER 2017

THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
Thursday September 7, at 12 noon
Sponsored by the Board

Our Program : A NEW YEAR KICK-OFF
Show your team spirit! Wear your favorite football team colors
and get ready to tailgate in style with fun and games!

Make your luncheon reservations and place to‐go orders with Genie
Cianciolo or your Department Secretary by TUESDAY, SEPT 5!
The Bee Line from President Merle Johnson
WELCOME BACK! As we start a new year, I hope you will look for projects to get excited about and to
make this a very successful year for our club and our community. You will certainly see some drama c
improvements at our Clubhouse! Public Issues removed the old curtains and arranged for new window
treatments. Just before the District Repor ng mee ng, several members put in some very long hours
pain ng the main rooms. It was hard work but it looks great now! We must make every eﬀort to maintain our clubhouse. Another department is working to have it declared a Historical Building. This makes
maintaining the building even more important.
Last Spring we were asked to furnish American Flags to two new ci zens (youngest and most mature) for
the Naturaliza on Ceremony at Courthouse in May. We then learned that there would be a total of 5 ceremonies from May to November and we would need 10 ﬂags. Your Board enthusias cally adopted this
project. Vickie Or z volunteered to have the ﬂags ﬂown in planes from Tyndall, and had cer ﬁcates
made to iden fy the planes, date ﬂown, service personnel involved and geographic area ﬂown over. In
uniform she presented the ﬂags to the two new ci zens in May! (see page 3) Then in July, they asked for
sugges ons for a singer. Neysa Semmler accepted the invita on and gave an outstanding performance
of the Star Spangled Banner and God Bless America. Thanks to the Board, Vickie and Neysa, we have
made an impact on these new ci zens, the staﬀ at the Court House (no other organiza on has given such
an impressive presenta ons) and our community (these events were reported on WJHG and in the News
Herald). We will be par cipa ng in 3 more ceremonies. It’s truly inspiring.
You are a part of a wonderful organiza on! I hope you will be ac ve and enjoy the year ahead!

ARTS

Meets 4th Thursday at 10:30 am Contacts: Beverly Long or Normandy Cooper
The Arts Department really spread its wings last year! At our September 28th
mee ng at the Clubhouse, we will plan for hos ng the October general luncheon
and our department ac vi es for the rest of the year. You do not have to be an
ar st to appreciate the arts and its contribu on to our community. With art
workshops in St. Andrews, the GFWC District art show, and the 2nd Grade Arts
Contest for Bay District Schools, we help the arts come alive. You can too!

CONSERVATION Meets 3rd Thursday at 12:00 pm
Contact: Pat Fenaes
Our department took a li le me oﬀ this summer but met in August
at Nancy Wya ’s home to make plans for the year ahead. We will be
ac ve here at the Clubhouse cleaning up and maintaining the grounds
plus working on community gardens with the Bay County Health Department. The Bay County Fair is coming up in October and many of
our members enter ﬂoral arrangements and plants into the compe on (and we win!). Our next mee ng is September 21st at Sonny’s
BBQ in Lynn Haven. Whether you have a green thumb or you’re all thumbs, join us!
EDUCATION

Meets 4th Tuesday at 11:30 am
Contact: Allison Mizell
The Educa on Department met in August for a planning session and
decided to make The Olive Garden on Hwy 77 our oﬃcial mee ng
place this year. We will build on the work we began last year at Girls,
Inc., beginning with collec ng school supplies to help these girls start
the year prepared. Our tutoring program was so well received that we
con nue it again. This month we will learn more from Stacey Legg
about “Elevate Bay”, Bay District Schools’ community-wide recruitment of volunteers and dona ons to help fund a mentorship program
for the growing number of at-risk students in our schools. Together we can make a diﬀerence!

HEALTH & WELFARE Meets 4th Wednesday at 10:00 am
Contact: Paula Bunch
Last May, Health & Welfare aka Home Life CSP agreed to con nue to support
the local Salva on Army’s Domes c Violence program. October is Domes c
Violence Awareness month so we will be making plans to par cipate in local
awareness events and conduct fundraising ac vi es like our Opportunity Hat
for this and other projects. Bay County has sadly been a state leader in domesc violence and child abuse cases. We want to do our part to help these women and their children have a safe place, and to support those organiza ons that
provide this help. It’s a serious eﬀort but we have a lot of fun too. Join us!
KNITTERS, HOOKERS & A COOK was busy this summer kni ng prayer squares for cancer treatment pa ents. We are also making blankets for children in distress in support of
Project Linus (www.ProjectLinus.org). Come to the Clubhouse on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10am. It’s relaxing, fun and truly rewarding. Ask Normandy Cooper for details!

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH
Meets 4th Thursday at 9:30 am
Contact: Betty Bowen or Charmian Cretney
We ended last year with a splendid luncheon at the Yacht Club. Be y Bowen told
us about a wonderful project called “Shoes That Grow”, shoes developed for third
world countries that can literally stretch as children’s feet grow. (www.the shoethatgrows.org) We will do program planning for this year at our September
mee ng. Our annual interna onal students’ party in November is our ﬁrst big
event. It’s always fun to meet local high school students from all over the world.
Expand your world view without leaving home! Come join us!
Contact: Darcie Brooks
Meets 3rd Tuesday at 11:30 am
Our department hardly took a break this summer! We ended the year
with a very moving Naturaliza on Ceremony at the County Courthouse,
and presented the youngest and the wisest new American ci zens with
a very special ﬂag. See Merle’s message about this on Page 1.
We spearheaded the removal of those old dust-laden curtains and
replaced them with handsome wood cornice boards made by the Bay
County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce! What a diﬀerence that makes!
In August we par cipated in Na onal Night Out at Panama City Mall,
distribu ng WHALE kits to parents with children in car seats and to the Springﬁeld Police Dept.
Our new member Tami Michael told us about Adopt A VA, a military community outreach program
through Veterans Aﬀairs to help needy service members and their families. We will
collect clothing, household items, transit passes and move-in essen als to be distributed locally. As a part of this eﬀort, we will also par cipate in the Veteran Stand
Down event on September 21 at First Bap st Church downtown. The organizers
have asked for dona ons of string e bags, ﬂip ﬂops and bug spray. Please bring
supplies to the September luncheon.
We will meet at the new Historical Society Museum on Harrison Ave on September 19 for a program.
Lunch will be furnished. Lastly, we will be selling ckets for the October 17th BUNCO Party at the
September and October luncheons. All proceeds from this fun event support our many projects.

PUBLIC ISSUES

YOUTH

Meets 3rd Thursday at 6:00 pm

Contact: Jane Rigby

The Youth Department is the only one that meets 5 months a year in the evening
for a potluck dinner and a program that focuses on issues aﬀec ng young people
in our community. The “Ladies of the Evening” have one big fun-and-fundraiser
in November to help ﬁnance our pet projects. Our Holiday Auc on has taken on a
life of its own with other departments joining in for the laughs and to get a jump
start on holiday shopping. Ours is a good department for those whose day schedules are full but want to contribute in a meaningful way. Join us!
WANT TO MAKE YOUR LIFE AND THE MONTHLY LUNCHEON A LITTLE EASIER ON YOURSELF? PAY FOR YOUR
LUNCHES IN ADVANCE! One $90 check in September and you’re paid up for the year!! No refunds for missed events.

G F W C Wo m a n ’ s
Club of
Panama City
350 North Cove Boulevard
Panama City, FL 32401
(850) 785‐7125

http://womansclubpc.com
GFWC Woman’s Club of
Panama City

LIKE us on Facebook!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR GFWC WOMAN’S CLUB EVENTS!
All departments meet at the Clubhouse unless specified otherwise.
THURS, SEPT 7

12:00 PM

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON

THURS, SEPT 14

10:00 AM

KNITTERS, HOOKERS & A COOK

TUES, SEPT 19

11:30 AM

PUBLIC ISSUES DEPT MEETING at Historical Society Museum

12:00 PM

EDUCATION DEPT at The Olive Garden, Hwy 77

9:30 AM

BOARD MEETING

12:00 PM

CONSERVATION DEPT at Sonny’s in Lynn Haven See page 2 for details

6:00 PM

YOUTH DEPT

THURS, SEPT 21

FRI, SEPT 22 -

See page 2 for details

See page 3 for details

10:00 AM

HEALTH & WELFARE DEPT

9:30 AM

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

10:30 AM

ARTS DEPT

See page 2 for details
See page 3 for details

THURS, SEPT 28
See page 2 for details

See page 3 for details

See page 2 for details

GFWC FLORIDA FALL BOARD MEETING, ORLANDO

SUN, SEPT 24
WED, SEPT 27

See page 1 for details. RSVP today!

